American Academy of Health Physics
American Board of Health Physics

N-E-W-)

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
JANUARY 1991

John A. Auxier, CHP
President, AAHP, 1991

...an important role of the
Academy is to help
develop an increasingly
positive image of the CHP
s the health physics
professional.
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The major effort of the President-
Elect during the year has been that
of information collection. The goal
has been to determine what the
needs of the CHP are relative to
the AAHP. Because the AAHP is so
new, a strong role for the
organization has not evolved. Most
CHPs to whom | have talked do not
have a clear concept of what the
Academy is. There is confusion
about the ABHP's relationship to
the Academy.

At a more fundamental level, |
have found that many CHPs do not
appreciate the importance, in the
marketplace, of their
credentialization. After having
gone to the effort to obtain the
certification, its value can be
enhanced for all CHPs. This is
accomplished to a large extent by
each person who has demonstrated
the high level of professionalism
required for certification, to use
the CHP as part of his/her
identification. To those who may
feel this to be self aggrandizement,
| would point out that medical
doctors do not have this
reluctance.

Therefore, an important role of
the Academy is to help develop an
increasingly positive image of the
CHP as the health physics
professional. It is to the
individual CHP's benefit if

regulatory documents accept CHPs
as qualified experts without
further licensing requirements.
The potential for licensing of all
health-related specialists in some
states looms large. For some
CHPs, this could present a major
problem of bureaucratic
paperwork.

Another role of the AAHP, perhaps
the major role, should be that of
communication: As a new
organization, there is much need
to communicate with members of
the Academy, the ABHP, the Board
of Directors of the HPS, various
regulatory agencies, other
professional organizations, etc.,
etc. With that said, the
AAHP/ABHP Newsletter [now CHP
News] is off to a great start;
Nancy Daugherty is to be
commended for her efforts in
producing an excellent first
edition.

Finally, the goals for the
President this year are to foster:
1) the enhancement of the
Certified Health Physicist, 2) the
communications process, and 3) a
stronger financial base for the
Academy. The efforts commenced
by President Schiager to increase
the Academy's participation in
HPS meetings, particularly the
Midyear will be continued. ®
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN
MAY 1991

Leroy F. Booth, CHP
Chairman, ABHP, 1991

Last December the HPS
Newsletter published a "Point-
Counterpoint" discussion
regarding certification versus
licensing of health physicists.
The "point,” submitted by Charles
Kelsey, argues for a minimum
competency standard for entrance
into the field of health physics,
and suggested that the ABHP
Certification Exam could be better
used to test this standard than to
identify an advanced level of
competence, which some consider
elitist.

The "counterpoint," submitted by
yours truly, was a rather
innocuous discussion of our
current practices, with an
invitation to readers to "...let us
know how you feel." [ included
this with some apprehension,
since | feared it would simply
encourage disgruntled individuals
to continue to criticize the Board's
activities (Do | sound paranoid?).
In addition, the proposed move
toward licensure would
significantly impact the Board's
current operations, mission, and
perhaps legal standing.

Imagine my relief when we
received many responses
supporting the existing
certification process. In fact, the
vast majority of respondees,
including non-certified HPs,
expressed a strong desire to
retain the current certification
standards. Most felt the present

Vohume 1, Number 1

standards are entirely appropriate
and would oppose any changing or
"lowering" of them. It is most
gratifying to get this kind of
feedback. Equally surprising was
the large number of responses.
Apparently many health physicists
have strong feelings concerning
certification, and are willing to
voice them in the Newsletter.

While most support the current
certification structure, many
would consider licensing as a
method of establishing minimum
competency levels and suggest that
Part | of the exam might be the
appropriate tool for this purpose.
Although this seems a reasonable
approach, there is little the Board
can do at this time, since licensing
would normally be a state activity.
It is something for us to continue
to think about, though. B

CONTINUING _EDUCATION

Frederick J. Borst,CHP,
Chair

Get ready for something new at the
Midyear meeting in Dearborn! In
our continuing efforts to bring you
quality professional development
opportunities, we are moving to
"bridge the gap" between the PEP
courses and the Summer School.
We are tentatively planning to
sponsor two 8-hour professional
development classes, worth 16
continuing education credits a

piece, on the Saturday preceeding

- the Midyear. For those of you

without your calendars handy, the

date is January 11, 1992. At the(
current time, it looks as if we

will be offering classes on

internal dose estimates and
external dose estimates, presented
by Ken Skrable and George Chabot,
respectively. We will probably
be restricting the size of the
classes in order to maximize
interaction. More details will be
forthcoming as we approach the
Midyear. If you have any
suggestions on improving the
continuing education process,
please contact one of the members
of the Committee: Ted Borst,
Chair; Jerry Martin; Dave
Snellings; Ken Skrable; John
Rodgers; or Regis Greenwood.
[Editor's Note: See AAHP
committees listing later in the
News for addresses and phone
numbers.] B

NOMINATING
COMMITTEE *

Mark D. Otis, CHP, Chair

NOMINATIONS FOR AAHP & ABHP
COMMITTEE MEMBERS &
OFFICERS -

The Nominating Committee of the
American Academy of Health
Physics is always seeking
candidates for appointment to
positions on the AAHP & ABHP.

All active, certified health
physicists are eligible. Those
interested in nominating or being
a candidate should contact Mark
Otis, SAIC, 100 South Park
Avenue, P.O. Box 50697, |daho
Falls, Idaho 83405;
(208)451-4247 W,
(208)524-5897 FAX. m
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"ROFESSIONAL
STANDARDS & ETHICS

Sydney W. Porter, CHP,
Chair

The Professional Standards &
Ethics Committee is soliciting
comments on the following draft
"Code of Ethics." Comments
should be submitted to Sid Porter,
Chair, in time for consideration
by the AAHP Executive Committe
at the Annual HPS Meeting in
Washington, D.C.

FORWARD

These principles are the standards
for ethical conduct for members
of the American Academy of Health
Physics (AAHP) individually and
collectively, for conducting
professional acitivities. Members
should recognize this standard as a
set of dynamic principles guiding
their professional conduct, and as
a guideline by which they may
determine the propriety of their
conduct in relationships with
colleagues, with members of other
professions, and with the public.
This is a living document and, as
such, will be reviewed for content
and applicability by the
Professional Standards and Ethics
Committee on a bi-annual basis.
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ETHICAL RELATIONS WITH COLLEAGUES, CLIENTS AND OTHERS

1. Within the areas of professional activities, members shall never
knowingly mislead anyone on the subject of radiation protection or their
professional activities. Members will have due regard for the safety and
health of the public and employees who may be affected by the work for
which they are responsible, and will not allow personal interests to
impact professional judgement or legitimate concerns for health and
safety.

2. Members will promote a balanced understanding of radiation
effects by the public. Diplomats shall clearly identify as personal
opinions and minority viewpoints any statements or recommendations
regarding radiation hazards, biological effects or protective actions that
are not supported by concensus positions or major scientific or
professional organizations. Professional statements made by diplomats
shall have sound scientific basis. Sensational and unwarranted
statements concerning radiation and radiation effects shall be clarified,
as soon as practical. When appropriate, members shall make clear the
fact that their statements differ from the consensus of scientific opinion.

3. Members will not attempt to injure, falsely or maliciously, the
professional reputation of anyone.

TECHNICAL PROFESSIONALISM

1. Members shall restrict their practice to areas where they have

training and experience. Members will only provide Health Physics
services in accordance with the provisions of this code and applicable
laws, including generally accepted protocols, guidelines, standards and
codes. Members will provide professional services in only the areas
where they are proficient, licensed, certified, or legally or technically
able to perform.

2. Members shall strive to improve their professional knowledge
and skills, and shall endeavor to extend the effectiveness of the Health
Physics profession by sharing information and experience with others
and by contributing to the work of professional associations, schools, and
the scientific and Health Physics press.

BUSINESS ETHICS

1. In their relationships with employers, co-workers, clients,
governmental agencies and the general public, members shall strive for
the highest standard of integrity and fairness.

2. Without the knowledge and consent of the client, members will

not accept or offer commissions, allowances, or finder's fees, directly or
indirectly, from contractors or other parties dealing with their client.
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Members will not accept
compensation, financial or
otherwise, from more than one
interested party for the same
service, or for services
pertaining to the same work,
without the consent of all
interested parties.

3. Members will take care
that credit for work is given to
those to whom the credit is
properly due, and will not
knowingly take credit for work
done by others.

NOTE: Credit is hereby given to
JoAnne Martin, a very fine Health
Physicist, whose American
Association of Radon Scientists and
Technologists (AARST) committee
drafted this proposed Code of
Ethics. | am on this AARST
committee and have received
permission to copy their code. A
lawyer has reviewed this code and
added comments.  Sid Porterl

SHOULD WE STAND
UNITED?

Bruce R. Thomadsen,
Ph.D., CHP
Madison, WI

In the November, 1990

Newsletter (Vol. 1, No. 1), Keith
Schiager suggested that the
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Academy "should encourage and
support universally accepted
standards and recommendations
for radiation protection."
President Schiager points out that
the Academy has no code of ethics
or rules to censure a member
presenting personal opinion that
conflicts with scientific
concensus. "How far," he asks
"should we go to assure that
opinions presented by a
‘certified’ [his bold type] health
physicist are representative of the
profession as a whole?" | find this
question distressing. The Academy
and the ABHP serve a valuable
function in establishing standards
by which health physicists may be
judged as competent. However,
members of the Academy must
have academic freedom to express
their thoughts and conclusions.
That controversy exists in our
field indicates the complexities of
the issues, and even panels of
experts (who often are drawn
from supporters of one side of an
issue) may be mistaken.
Individuals calling out against the
conventional wisdom of any time
may be charlatans or prophets.
The former must be tolerated so as
not to silence the latter.
President Schiager himself warns
of the danger of organizational
censure when he states "Too often,
it appears that individuals take
advantage of positions of authority
to impose their personal agenda
rather than supporting the
scientific concensus positions...".
The "concensus" can also be
formed by a small number of
individuals in positions of
authority. Sometimes it takes
heretics to reveal these agendas.

There are other organizations to
take stands (e.g., HPS, ICRP).
How far should the AAHP go to
assure certified health physicists
only give certified opinions? Not
one step. We have an important
function to perform. Let's do it,
and do it well. B

The following letters came in
supporting the CHP News and
offering suggestions for
improvement. In fact, we got our
new hame from this next one.

John A. Bauhs, CHP
St. Paul, MN

I have just plowed through the
November 1990 Newsletter and |
want to congratulate you on
becoming the Editor and wish you
success. | am a CHP from 1985
and still don't understand what the
AAHP and ABHP is good for except
for the certification. Maybe there
is nothing more to understand. |
hope the Newsletter can help
clarify their purposes. With the
cost of continuing certification
doubling to $50 a year | would
like to know more. | see names of
many people involved in
committees, but don't quite get the
hang of why.

The "Letters:" section of the
Newsletter | liked and look
forward to seeing more of. | liked
the "Future Credentialization in
Health Physics" by Auxier. That
letter gave me a little feeling for
what the AAHP and ABHP are up to.

Also | wanted to comment about the
Newsletter name. You mentioned
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tin your letter "From the
Editor." | think the *"AAHP/ABHP
Newsletter” is a clumsy large
handle and hard to say. Instead of
just complaining, here are three
suggestions: "Certified Health
Physicist,” "CHP News," and
"Certified HP News." ®

[Thanks, John. The AAHP
Executive Committee thought your
suggestions were GREAT! "CHP
News" won hands down for a title
for our newsletter. Keep those
letters coming! Nancy]

Floyd W. Wilcox, M.S., CRP,
CHP
Oceanside, CA

A logo suggested for the
Newsletter masthead is enclosed.

Vol. 1, No. 1 was great. Keep up
the good work. B

David S. Gooden, Ph.D.,
J.D., CHP
Tulsa, OK

| just read with interest the first
issue of the AAHP/ABHP
Newsletter. | am a real supporter
of newsletters and feel that they
provide one of the finest forums
for the exchange of professional
and scientific information. | know
your position as editor of the
newsletter will be an exciting one.
| wish you great success and great
joy serving in this responsible
position. | salute you for your
willingness to serve. m
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Gary S. Kephart, CHP
Clinton, IL

Thanks for agreeing to edit the
ABHP Newsletter; your inaugral
issue was impressive. The NRRPT
is a case of "a newsletter
searching for news" so I'm pleased
to hear that you have not
encountered this problem yet. If |
can assist in any specific way,
please consider me willing to help.
In particular, if you could use
some help translating copy from
page to computer fields, | might be
able to assist. 1 will add you to the
list of non-member professionals
included in the NRRPT. News
distribution.

[Gary's was the first letter that |
received on our "inaugral issue."
My thanks for this and a
subsequent letter from him
offering support. The copy of the
NRRPT News which he sent was
inspirational to this neophyte
editor. Nancy]

Robert J. Hoffman, M.S.,
CHP
Salt Lake City, UT

Here is an idea for a masthead for
the newsletter. Feel free to use
any, all, or none of it. ®

Nancy M. Daugherty, CHP

Well, whaddayathink of our new
masthead? It represents the
contributions of several CHPs:
John Bauhs gave us our short,
catchy name; Keith Schiager

designed the CHP logo; and Nancy
Kirner and her graphics people
at Envirosphere Company put it
all together in a masthead. The
response to our solicitation for
logo and masthead suggestions was
great. The AAHP Executive
Committee received many good
ideas. Thanks to all contributors.

The CHP logo selected was favored
for it's emphasis on the focus of
the AAHP/ABHP (certification)
and for its simplicity (It can
readily be reproduced as printed
material or even jewelry; we're
already talking lapel pins.). The
CHP News title also puts the
emphasis on certification and is
different enough from the HPS
Newsletter title to avoid
confusion. We think that both the
titte and the logo will help John
Auxier in his campaign to see
more widespread use of the CHP
identification.

We were very impressed with the
letters received responding to our
first expanded newsletter. Some
of those letters expressed an
interest in knowing more about
what the objectives and activities
of the AAHP are. Many of the
AAHP's objectives are realized
through the activities of its
committees. Consequently the
News will include more
information regarding committee
projects and activities in this and
future editions. If you want to
influence the direction of the
AAHP, contribute to a committee!

Please pay special attention to
Keith Schiager's announcement of
the 1991 Annual HPS Meeting
AAHP/ABHP Special Session,
"CONSISTENCY AND UNITY IN
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RADIATION PROTECTION." Rapid
changes are taking place in the
area of radiation protection
regulations, with many new
players or new roles for previous
participants. Regulation of
radiation dose is no longer under
the virtually exclusive domain of
the DOE, NRC, and Agreement
States.

As an example, radioactive
materials are now regulated under
the Clean Air Act (CAA), which
was significantly amended in
1990. The amended CAA is
complex and subject to wide
ranges. of interpretation; it
carries criminal, as well as civil,
liability. The EPA has primary
jurisdiction for CAA
implementation, but many states
may ultimately assume primacy.
It is quite likely that the
enforcement organizations for
both the EPA and the states - for
this and other environmental
radiation regulation - will pot be
the radiation control
organizations which historically
have had radiation protection
responsibilities. Instead,
enforcement will be through air,
water, and hazardous materials
control organizations.
Increasingly, health physicists
will be talking to non-HP
regulators who may or may not
even have heard of the ICRP,
NCRP, HPS, or AAHP. These
regulators will have tremendous
clout in both civil and criminal
enforcement.

What, if any, is the role of the
AAHP in this new arena of
regulation? Come to the Special
Session and let's talk! m
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PLEASE NOTE THAT THE
WORK TELEPHONE NUMBER
FOR THE CHP NEWS EDITOR
HAS CHANGED. IT WILL
PROBABLY CHANGE AGAIN
LATER THIS SUMMER. IF
YOU'RE UNABLE TO REACH
HER AT WORK, CALL AT
HOME.

v The Articles of
Incorporation for the AAHP have
been completed and filed.

4 An ad hoc committee was
appointed to make
recommendations concerning
meetings of the Academy beyond
the Annual and Midyear meetings
of the HPS. Under consideration is
some coordination with the NCRP
annual meeting (typically held in
April). Ad hoc committee
members include: Les Slaback,
Nancy Kirner, and Lee Booth.
[CHPs: Please contact a committee
member with your thoughts on
this idea.]

v An Associate AAHP
certificate (for those having
passed Part | of the exam) will be
issued for the period of eligibility
(7 years). Dues for Associate
membership will be $10/year.
The objective of the Associate
AAHP membership is to encourage
these individuals to complete
certification and to participate in
AAHP activities.

v The AAHP budget is
squeaking by. WANTED:
Suggestions for augmenting AAHP
incomet!!

v The ABHP exam panel
members are working hard.
Unanimous recognition of this was
provided by the AAHP Executive
Committee.

4 The AAHP Executive
Committee also recognized the
efforts of Keith Schiager, outgoing
AAHP President.

v The AAHP will be
publishing a directory of CHP
resumes for distribution to
members and other interested
parties. An ad hoc committee was
appointed to develop the final
format and propose
implementation. Committee
members: Paul Rohwer, Chair;
George Vargo, Mark Otis. [CHPs:
Please contact a committee
member with suggestions or
comments.]

v An ad hoc committee will
be investigating the feasibility of
an electronic bulletin board for
CHPs. Committee members: Wade
Patterson, Chair; Hector Mandel,
Howard Dickson. [GHPs: And
again, please contact a committee
member with suggestions or
comments.] &
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NOTICE!!!

1991 ANNUAL HEALTH PHYSICS SOCIETY MEETING
AAHP/ABHP SPECIAL SESSION - 1991

CONSISTENCY AND UNITY IN RADIATION PROTECTION

Keith J. Schiager, CHP, Moderator
Past President, American Academy of Health Physics

(Tentative time is 10 - 12 am on Thursday, 25 July)

The three basic principles of radiation protection to which the majority in this profession subscribe are
justification, optimization and limitation. Perhaps it is time to add a fourth: unification. In the United States,
and to some extent in all democratic countries, we have become inundated with official and quasi-official
agencies and organizations promulgating radiation protection guidelines, standards and requirements. The
disparity in the positions of some of these organizations divides professionals and confuses non-professionals.
As the preeminent organization for defining professionalism in health physics, the American Academy of Healith
Physics should take a lead role in unifying the principles and practices of radiation protection. Various
perspectives on the relationship between guidance criteria and regulations, and on the relative importance of
optimization, will be presented by leaders from advisory and regulatory organizations.

Topics and questions to be addressed by the speakers include: .

1. What is, or should be, the role of the organization represented by the speaker in setting radiation
protection standards?

2. To what extent should an organization with one type of responsibility accept and use the guidance of
organizations with other areas of responsibility?

3. What limitations, if any, should be recognized or self-imposed by the organization represented by the
speaker?
4. What should be the professional qualifications of the active participants and decision makers in the

organization represented by the speaker?

5. When asked for a professional opinion on radiation protection, how should a certified health physicist

explain to scientists or the public the differences in positions taken by the advisory and regulatory
organizations?

6. What kind of interorganizational coordination could alleviate some differences? Does the AAHP have a
role to play in this?
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10:00-10:15

10:15-10:30

10:30-10:45

10:45-11:00

11:00-11:15

11:15-11:30

11:30-12:00

TENTATIVE AGENDA FOR THE AAHP SPECIAL SESSION

CONCERNS OF HEALTH PHYSICISTS OVER PERCEIVED INCONSISTENCIES IN RADIATION
PROTECTION STANDARDS AND REGULATIONS
K. J. Schiager, Past President, AAHP, University of Utah

THE BASIS FOR ICRP AND NCRP RADIATION PROTECTION STANDARDS
C. B. Meinhold, President, National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements
and Member, ICRP

THE ROLE OF INDUSTRY CONCENSUS STANDARDS
A. N. Tschaeche, Chairman ANSI-N13, Westinghouse Idaho Nuclear Company

FEDERAL GUIDANCE IN RADIATION PROTECTION
R. J. Guimond, Director, Office of Radiation Programs, U. S. Environmental Protection
Agency

REQUIREMENTS OF A RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS LICENSING AGENCY
D. A. Cool, Branch Chief, Radiation Protection and Health Effects Branch, Division of
Regulatory Applications, U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

UNIFYING REGULATIONS WITHIN A STATE AND BETWEEN STATES
M. H. Mobley, Chairman, Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors; Director,
Tennessee Division of Radiological Health

Panel discussion and questions from the audience B

The AAHP Executive Committee is soliciting (read "begging for") income-producing ideas to help finance AAHP
projects. It is hoped that many of the ideas could combine a valued service to CHPs, while allowing a profit 1o
the Academy. Examples of ideas already being considered or implemented include:

PEP-type continuing education courses for recertification credits;

An electronic bulletin board for CHPs;

$
$ A CHP directory, with resumes;
$
$

An auction of HP memorabilia, and/or donated equipment and services.

Examples (many borrowed from the AIHF) of ideas not so closely tied to health physics itself:

3 A CHP-sponsored golf (tennis, racketball, skateboarding, bingo) classic at the Annual HPS meeting.
The AIHF sponsors a golf classic with a registration fee of $125. Speak up, you sports enthusiasts!
$ A casino night, complete with play money. An admission fee provides the initial stake, additional play

money can be purchased if you're not so lucky. B

All serious suggestions will receive serious consideration. Contact the AAHP Finance Committee.
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AAHP COMMITTEES

Appeals
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CHP News Editor
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(303)273-6048 FAX
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Chair, Comprehensive
Panel

Joseph J. Bevelacqua
934 Regent Lane

Green Bay, WI 54311
(414)755-2321, X438 W

(414)755-2321, X260
FAX

Vi ir rehensive
Papel

Edward F. Maher

8510 Kingsway

San Antonio, TX 78250
(512)536-3486 W

Chair, Po ea
Panel

George J. Vargo

95 W. River Road, N
Fulton, NY 13069-9701
(315)349-6701 W
(315)349-6053 FAX

Vice Chair, Power Reactor
Panel

James E. Tarpinian

120 Newhaven Road

Oak Ridge, TN 37830
(615)481-2244 W

Chai Pan

Jerry W. Hiatt

Bartlett Nuclear Inc.
P.O. Box 1800

60 Industrial Park Road
Plymouth, MA 02360
(508)746-6464 W
(508)746-6518 FAX

Vice_Chair, Part | Pane!
Morgan Cox

Eberline Instrument Corp.
P.O. Box 2108

Santa Fe, NM 87504-
2108

(505)471-3232 W

On the following pages is a 1ist of the 1988 and 1989 Continuing Education
Courses that were approved since the May 1990 issue of the Newsletter and a
complete Tist of all 1990 and 1991 Courses.
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ATTENTION: The 1991 Open Meeting of the Academy will be held from 4:00 p.m.
to 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 24th, in the Delaware Suite at the Sheraton
Washington Hotel in Washington, D.C. in conjunction with the 36th Annual

Meeting of the Health Physics Society.

AMERICAN BOARD OF HEALTH PHYSICS
8000 Westpark Drive, Suite 130
McLean, Virginia 22102

Hope to see you there!!
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